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Tennessee Business Education Association Newsletter     Spring 2008 Edition 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Vicki Johnson, Freed-Hardeman University 

The Tennessee Business Education Association (TBEA) 

Executive Board met on Saturday, April 19, at Middle 

Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro. 

Three years ago, a Task Force Committee, chaired by Dr. 

Robert B. Blair, was created to study the structure of the 

TBEA Executive Board.  The Task Force Committee 

completed its work, and a Constitution and By-Laws Ad-

Hoc Committee was appointed.  The Ad-Hoc Committee 

created a survey instrument, and it was distributed to the 

membership electronically.  The results were analyzed, 

and changes to our constitution and by-laws were 

proposed.   

The Ad-Hoc Committee spent Saturday, February 23, 

working on the proposed changes.  The Committee 

members were Dr. Virginia Hemby, Alice Huskey, Dr. 

Vince Smith, Mae Jean King, Vera Brooks, Roberta 

Niedergeses, and Vicki Johnson; as President-Elect. Carlos 

Black joined the Committee for the final meeting.  The 

Ad-Hoc Committee then presented the recommended 

changes to the Executive Board at their April 19 meeting.  

I would like to thank everyone that has had a part in the 

past three years to get us to this point.  A lot of hours, 

work, and discussion have gone into this project. 

2007 TBEA Conference 

ALL ABOARD WITH TBEA!! 

The Fall 2007 TBEA Conference was held September 28-

29 in Jackson, Tennessee at the Doubletree Hotel.  The 

conference began with the new teachers’ workshop 

conducted by Dr. Martha Balachandran. Dr. Lloyd Brooks 

did an outstanding job presenting information at the 

Professional Development Luncheon. 

Other sessions were held that covered the following 

topics: “Virtual Enterprises, ““Real World of Money,” 

“Microsoft Office 2007,” “Ovation PowerPoint 

Enhancement,” and “Careers in Accounting—Preparing 

Students for Success.”  Dr. Terry Roach spoke at the 

general session on “Business Etiquette and Protocol—

Prepare Your Students.”  Dr. Roach teaches at Arkansas 

State University and is a past president of SBEA. 

The Friday night adventure was a trip back in time!  The 

attendees toured the Casey Jones Museum and home and 

went aboard a train engine at Casey Jones Village.  The 

group then enjoyed a delicious buffet and time spent 

“catching up” with each other.   

The Conference ended with the Awards Luncheon where 

Dr. Roach again addressed the attendees.  The 2007 TBEA 

award winners were Dr. Vincent Smith for the Post-

Secondary Teacher of the Year, and Ms. Robin Couts 

received the Secondary Teacher of the Year Award. 

2007 SBEA Conference 

SBEA:  ALWAYS A CAPITOL IDEA! 

TBEA was well represented at the SBEA Convention in 

Little Rock, Arkansas, held October 24-27, 2007.  Alice 

Huskey, TBEA Membership Director, served as senior 

representative on the SBEA Board.  TBEA members Janice 

Harder, Dr. Vince Smith, and Dr. Dr. Robert B. Blair 

served as chairs of SBEA Convention Committees.  Sherry 

Roberts (now a TBEA member) served as local-

convention co-chair.  Dr. Robert B. Blair, Kara Burkett, 

Dr. Robert Lahm, Dr. Vince Smith, Dr. Virginia Hemby, 

and Jackie Morgan were presenters at sessions.  Several 

others served as coordinators of sessions.  It can’t be said 

that TBEA members don’t support the region’s activities!  

The members in attendance also enjoyed the Friday night 

event:  a tour and dinner at the Clinton Library. 

Congratulations! 

2007 TBEA Award Winners! 

2007 Post-Secondary Teacher of the Year 

Dr. Vincent Smith, MTSU 

2007 Secondary Teacher of the Year 

Ms. Robin Couts, Greenbrier High School   
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TBEA TIDBITS 
Alice Huskey, Membership Director 

If you recall, last spring an online survey was distributed 

to each of you asking your opinion on several issues 

related to the structure of the TBEA Executive Board and 

the TBEA Annual Conference.  The Ad Hoc Committee 

has submitted its recommendations and changes to the 

Board; the Board has now approved these changes.  These 

changes will be distributed to you during the summer for 

review.  You, the membership, will then vote on these 

changes at the fall conference.  The TBEA Constitution 

changes primarily include the addition of a student 

representative to the board, reducing the number of 

representatives from each region, and updating specific 

organization names and title changes.  The TBEA Bylaws 

changes include many of the same items, more specific 

responsibilities for Board members and the Publication 

Committee, and quorum definition.   

A printed copy of the 2007-2008 TBEA Membership 

Directory and Statistics Report was distributed at the fall 

conference in Jackson, Tennessee.  Due to the current 

expense of printing and postage, an updated copy of these 

documents will be sent electronically to you via your 

email address during the month of May.  If you do not 

receive your directory, please contact me at 

ahuskey@mscc.edu.  

 

Speaking of the TBEA Executive Board, they are busy 

planning the fall conference with President-Elect Carlos 

Black.  The conference theme this year is “A New Sound 

from TBEA” and will be held at the Embassy Suites 

Nashville Airport Hotel on September 26 and 27, 2008.  

It’s not too early to make your room reservations; look for 

conference details and hotel reservation form in this 

newsletter.  All of us on the Executive Board want to hear 

your ideas about how to increase participation at this 

year’s conference. Please send your ideas to Carlos Black: 

carlos.black@state.tn.us. 

 

Finally, a membership update—TBEA membership 

currently consists of 119 professional members and 43 

student members, down from 130 and 50 respectively last 

year.  This represents our second TBEA membership 

decrease since 2005-2006; -20% in 2006-2007 and -10% in 

2007-2008.  The largest decrease is from the secondary 

level and the middle Tennessee region.  Our state 

membership in NBEA is also less than this time last 

year—196 professional members, 34 student members, 

and 3 retired members.  Tennessee currently has the 

nation’s largest number of student members.  Your NBEA 

dues include many special benefits, including excellent 

publications, automatic membership in your regional 

association, special registration rates for regional and 

national conventions, great insurance opportunities 

including the new identity theft insurance, and of course, 

the $250,000 professional liability insurance that is 

upgradeable if desired.   Please talk to your school 

colleagues and encourage them to join both TBEA and 

NBEA.   

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Dr. Vincent W. Smith, TBEA Legislative Representative 

Are you current on what is happening in the legislative 

halls of Washington or even Nashville that may impact 

business and marketing education in your classroom?  As 

a member of the Association for Career and Technical 

Education (ACTE), you receive electronic updates on the 

status of educational legislation.  Recent legislative issues 

reported by ACTE Legislative Updates that may impact 

your business or marketing classroom include the 

following: 

 The FY09 budget process continues; consideration to 

fund legislation such as the Perkins Career and 

Technical Education Act is still a major focus of ACTE 

lobbying efforts. 

 

 The Higher Education Act (HEA) reauthorization 

legislation continues (by extension) through April 30, 

2008, with hopes for an additional extension.  

Postsecondary education is impacted by this 

legislation by funding for articulation, partnerships, 

and grants as well as college pricing, accreditation, 

and student aid/loans. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Tennessee Career and Technical Education Conference, 

Middle Tennessee State University, July 15-17, 2008 

TBEA Conference, Sept. 26-27, 2008, Nashville, TN 

SBEA Convention, Oct. 29-Nov. 1, 2008, Louisville, KY  

NBEA Convention, Apr. 8-11, 2009, Chicago, IL 

mailto:ahuskey@mscc.edu
mailto:carlos.black@state.tn.us


    Page | 3  
 

 H.R. 5715, “Ensuring Continued Access to Student 

Loan Act,” was passed by the House to ensure student 

loan availability despite current economic and credit 

considerations.  A similar bill is being introduced as 

well in the Senate. For the most up-to-date 

information on all legislative efforts, visit ACTE 

Legislative Issues at 

www.acteonline.org/policy/legislative_issues/index.cf

m. 

 

2008 TBEA Conference 

Carlos Black, President-Elect 

Listening for the New Sound from TBEA!   The 2008 TBEA 

Conference will be held September 26-27, 2008, at the 

Embassy Suites Airport Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee.  

Registration information will soon be available to 

download from the TBEA website at www.tbea-tn.org. 

A great conference is being planned just for you.  

Presenters will provide current information that will 

challenge you.  Nashville (aka Music City, U.S.A.), is 

home of the Country Music Hall of Fame, Ryman 

Auditorium, Gaylord Opryland Resort, Schermerhorn 

Symphony Center, Frist Center for the Visual Arts, 

National Football League’s Tennessee Titans, and the 

National Hockey League’s Nashville Predators.   

For our Friday night event, come with us as we dine and 

watch the Grand Ole Opry Show where you can see some 

of country music's up-and-coming stars perform.  You 

might get a surprise as well, as some of country music's 

greats pop in and out without being scheduled ahead of 

time. 

Want to get involved and help TBEA have a successful 

journey?  Volunteer or say “yes” when asked to help by 

committee chairpersons to serve on a committee or 

coordinate a session.  For more information about how 

you can assist, contact Dr. Vicki Johnson, President, at 

vjohnson@fhu.edu or Carlos Black, President-Elect, at 

carlos.black@state.tn.us. We will be listening for you in 

Nashville!  

 

 Spring 2008 TACTE Update 

Brenda Hurst, TACTE Executive Director 

 The ACTE National Policy Seminar was held in March 

in Washington, DC. Those in attendance were Priscilla 

Pendleton, TACTE President, Brenda Hurst, Executive 

Director, and Sheila Carlton, ACTE Region II Vice-

President. While meeting with the Tennessee House 

Congressman and the State Senators, we advocated 

continued funding for Career and Technical Education 

(CTE), and explained how important CTE is to our 

Tennessee students. The congressmen were impressed 

with the graduation rate of CTE students. 

 

 The Tennessee Legislative Breakfast, sponsored by the 

ACTE Administrative Division, and the CTE State 

Department of Education was held in February in 

Nashville, TN. We had the largest number of 

participants to date! The TACTE Executives discussed 

final plans for the summer conference and the TACTE 

Awards Program. Thank you to Dianne Cashion for 

meeting with us! 

 

 Mark July 15-17 on your calendar to attend the annual 

summer conference! The registration and exhibits will 

begin on Tuesday, July 15, 2008 in Murphy Center. For 

more information on the summer conference, check 

out the CTE website at www.mtsu.edu/~edu. You can 

register online! 

 

 Please remember to nominate a colleague for a TACTE 

Award this year. The TACTE Awards Ceremony will be 

held immediately following the Opening Session in 

Tucker Theater. All nominees will receive a letter 

regarding ceremony instructions from Donna Reed 

and Mary Bradley. 

 

 For those working with vendors or fundraisers in their 

school, please send your name, company, and email 

address to Brenda Hurst. The companies will be 

invited to be a vendor during our conference. Send 

your information to Brenda Hurst at 

bhurst338@earthlink.net.  

Honor Your TBEA Colleagues Today! 
 

Nominations are being accepted for the 2008 TBEA 

Leadership Awards for Outstanding Secondary and 

Postsecondary Teachers of the Year.   

 

Forms are available at http://www.tbea-

tn.org/awards.htm. Return by August 1, 2008.  

http://www.acteonline.org/policy/legislative_issues/index.cfm
http://www.acteonline.org/policy/legislative_issues/index.cfm
http://www.tbea-tn.org/
mailto:vjohnson@fhu.edu
mailto:carlos.black@state.tn.us
http://www.mtsu.edu/~edu
mailto:bhurst338@earthlink.net
http://www.tbea-tn.org/awards.htm
http://www.tbea-tn.org/awards.htm
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TENNESSEE BUSINESS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD 2007-2008 

 

OFFICERS 
 
Vicki Johnson, Freed-Hardeman University ...................................................................... President 
Carlos Black, Tennessee Regulatory Authority .................................................. President-Elect 
Gwen Bean, Tennessee Technology Center-Shelbyville  ................................................ Secretary 
Roberta Niedergeses, Loretto High School ............................................................... Treasurer 
Vera Brooks, Motlow State Community College ................................................. Past President 
 
 
 
 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Joy Kinard, Southwest Tennessee Community College ........... West Representative (2005-2008) 
Vicki Robertson, Southwest Tennessee Community College .. West Representative (2006-2009) 
Ava Estes, Dyersburg State Community College ...................... West Representative (2007-2010) 
Vincent Smith, Middle Tennessee State University ............. Middle Representative (2005-2008) 
Jim Veale, Riverdale High School ...................................... Middle Representative (2006-2009) 
Phyllis Hill, Tennessee Prison for Women ......................... Middle Representative (2007-2010) 
Ann Cunningham, Cleveland State Community College   ....... East Representative (2005-2008) 
Sherra Witt, Cleveland State Community College ................... East Representative (2006-2009) 
Carole Bolling, Pigeon Forge High School .............................. East Representative (2007-2010) 
 
 
 
 
OTHER BOARD POSITIONS 
 

Alice Huskey, Motlow State Community College .................................... Membership Director 
Ronda Henderson, Middle Tennessee State University .............................. Publications Editor 
Kara Burkett, Tennessee Department of Education ................ Business Technology Education 
Regina Buckley, Pellissippi State Technical Community College .............................. Webmaster 
Mae Jean King, Pellissippi State Technical Community College ................................... Historian 
Dr. Vincent Smith, Middle Tennessee State University .................... Legislative Representative 
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TENNESSEE BUSINESS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

HOTEL RESERVATION FORM 

September 26-27, 2008 

Embassy Suites Nashville- Airport 

10 Century Boulevard 

Nashville, TN 37214 

Phone:  615-871-0033 

1-800-362-2779 

Fax: 615-883-9987  

www.nashvilleairport.embassysuites.com             

The Embassy Suites is pleased to host the 2008 TBEA Conference. To make your reservation, please complete the 

reservation request and return it to the Embassy Suites before midnight, September 5, 2008: or mailed 

reservations must be received no later than September 5, 2008, to get the special TBEA room rate.  Internet 

reservations can be made, and telephone reservations will also be accepted. Requests received after the cut-off date will be 

accepted based on room availability and offered at the best available rate at that time.  All reservations must be made 

with a major credit card or debit card.  PERSONAL CHECKS are accepted.  

When making reservations, please indicate you are attending the TBEA conference, and provide code TNB for the 

group rate. 

Guests will stay in spacious two room suites and receive a complimentary cooked-to-order breakfast.  A nightly Manager's 

Reception is provided, and High-Speed Internet access is available throughout the hotel.  Also, parking is FREE for hotel 

guests.  Amenities include a microwave, refrigerator, hair dryer, and television in both living room and bedroom offering 

remote control cable TV, and Pay-Per-View Movies.  Alarm clocks are equipped with MP3 connectivity to personalize in-

room listening using iPods, CD players, and other portable devices.        

Number of Guests:    

Room Rate: $107 +6% hotel tax, +$2 per night per room privilege tax    

Sharing with:               

Name:         Arrival Date:    Arrival Time:    

Address:        Departure Date:     

City/State/Zip:          Telephone:     

  Charge one night’s room rate plus sales/occupancy tax to the following credit card: 

 MasterCard /   Visa /  American Express /   CarteBlanche/Diners Club /   Discover 

Card Number:          Exp. Date:      

Any “no show” reservations will be automatically billed to the individual’s credit card for the first night’s room and tax.  An individual reservation may be 

cancelled without penalty 24 hours prior to check-in.  

               

Name of Credit Card Holder     Signature of Credit Card  Holder 
 

 Check-in time after 4 p.m. Check-out time is 12 noon. 

 Sales/Occupancy tax is subject to change without notice. 

 All hotel accounts are subject to credit arrangements at time of registration and payable at departure. 

 Parking is provided at no charge to conference attendees and hotel guests. 
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BECOME A PROFESSIONAL MEMBER 

OF THE 

TENNESSEE BUSINESS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009     New Member           Renewal 

Please Print or Type: 

Name:              

                  Last   First   Middle   Title 
 

Business Address: 

School Name:            

Address:            

City/State/ZIP:           

Telephone Number:           

FAX Number:            

E-Mail Address:           

  Check here if you do not want your business address information listed on the TBEA web site. 

 

Home Address: 

Address:            

City/State/ZIP:           

Telephone Number:           

  Check here if you do not want your home address information listed on the TBEA web site. 

 
Membership Type:  (Membership in TBEA provides a registration discount at the annual state conference) 

 

    TBEA Professional  $ 15 

   NBEA/SBEA Professional $ 75   ** (This membership is separate from TBEA membership) 

    TBEA Student Membership $   5 
 

Region:       East  Preferred Mailing Address:      Home 

      West            Business 

      Middle     
 
Return completed form with payment to: Roberta Niedergeses, TBEA Treasurer 
   4260 Gimlet Road 
   Lawrenceburg, TN 38464 
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